
BDIsJ

T TiT1 iTTTiiir-

n Tv A1TT1TWPflfl 1TVPATT qTTN11AV AVTT 1

WAS INOH1RAth
DRAMATIC DEPARTMENF

HECTOR FULLER Editor
r

PROGRAMME FOR THEWEEK

=

The NrtilonnI
The Columbia
rue Belfisco-

Chnses J
Moving Pictures
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The Clansman
If tho combined powec of attracting

acute and acrimonious Interest and of
replenishing the strong box of its ex
ploiters is the gauge of a great play
The Clansman should certainly be

rated as a iramendeus dramatic success
but If excellence of diction adherence to
classic tradition and appropriateness of
allegorical allusion Is considered it is but
a poor thing Indeed and it is a regrettable
thing that the first mentioned sordid argue
ment should be of almost dominating in
flttence while plays of reel classical and
poetic quality are permitted to trudge ovar
the hilts to the theatrical poorhouse

Theoretically considered the thing te
the cheapest kind of maledranm and
there is not romance er heartinterest
enough to warrant such a prolonged hold
upon the popular attention Is itthe vital
quality of the dominant issue which is
alone able to attain results Thte
would seem to be the answer yet there
is an element of philosophical Incongruity
present which easts a doubt and almost
narrows the thing down te an appeal to
race prejudice and a reversion to the
methods of far more crucial and strenu-
ous times

It looks as If the author were striving
to urge th nacaAsity of applying to an
unsolved problem of today the stringent
methods employed in solving a much more
vital question of a bygone period The
people of the South immediately after
the war had to deal with the mixed avil
accruing from the Irruption of a host of
unscrupulous carpetbagging white man
rind the presence of a crowd of illiterate
and simpleminded freedmen transported
by a single stroke from dependent slaves
to Ruffragewielding citizens The sltua
tion demanded prompt and vigorous ac
lion and they arose to the occasion and
AngloSaxon supremacy has never since
been In danger The conditions are now
entirely changed the onuntry has long
since been purged of the carpetbagger
ara the colored people are becoming more
enlightened The analogy to not borne
out and the only correct lesson hi the
play Is gleaned from the exposure
through the medium of the fanatic Steno
man and nig daughter af the hypocrisy
of that class of imagined philanthropists
who preach political equality yet balk at
equal social intercourse

From a true dramatic viewpoint lovely
ing poetry of expression height of mo
live and eiaratlng influence wa see no
reason why this should tInts ge on for
ever

Going Some
Mr Pan Armstrongs facile pen has

won for him aft enviable place among
native playwrights and ha has one or
more plays at present occupying tha
boards which have made a showing cred
liable enough to satisfy the reasonably
ambitious

It is to be hoped that the flaws in
Going Same will be speedily remedied

because they are not such as te lead to
complete failure but apparently might
be doctored up during the run of tha-
pi ce But certain changes in the cast
have already been decided upon by the
authors so that the order has gone forth
for the withdrawal of the play for the
present The most serious fault seems
to be in the plot itself The interest
worked up is superficial and puts the
leading character Speed In anything
an attractive light He is a
college boy who sticks at nothing oven
a questionable transaction like a fixed
race to appear heroic in the eyes of the
girl lie has set out to win Even the
threats of the cowboys who thanks to
the villain of the piece are hep to
Speeds deceptions are not sufficient ex
cuse for what is certainly a dishonorable
compact

The episode of the thrown race is such
a palpable theatrical expedient that in a
measure it spoils whatever fabric of in
terest has been previously woven It is
as though the authors had gotten Speed
too far into the difficulty to extricate
him with dignity arid smacks strongly of
the timehonored method of hiding some-
one behind a screen or curtain to ovar
hear the plotting and help the author out
of his troubles

For the playwright to give It up sit a
Juncture of the play whore the action
appears to load straight to a denouement
which is apt to dissatisfy the audience is
not by any means uncommon Of course

Going Some Is broad farce and In
broad farce It is customary for charac
tore to overstep all bounds of decency in-
Ites and deceptions and the harder they
work to that end the funnier the sltua
lion is supposed to be but even the
excuse for farce comedy cannot justify
Speeds dickering with his opponent It
is a slur on college athletics and sports
In general for a gentleman to be mixed
up in such an affair

A good percentage of the oomedy in
Going Some Is original and some of

it almost freakish The prayerrug feature
ag well as the phonograph being good
fun cleverly handled and also the scene
of the heros sweetheart being present In
Use room while lila trainer Is administer
ing a rubdown and shower bath ac
companied by sundry slapping and groans
of protest Her dismay at being the
unwilling party to the mysteries of
physical training is amusing and the
scene is not in the least overdrawn or
suggestive although there is a lingering
expectation on the part of he audience
that Speed may step forth from his
curtained corner in the full glory of his
untfdorped muscularity ThU Is undoubt-
edly what would have occurred had the
scene happened to be in The Follies of
1S0T

Mr Armstrong has written a clever
play In Going Some and one that
every one who sees will talk about after-
ward and the reason is that thsro Is a
certain verve an esprit abput it which
breathes of the open air of the sunshine
of youth While the characters do nothing
big or imposing or psychological the
things they do seem big to them They
are tremendously in earnest

A word regarding the excellence Of the
cast will not be out of place The salec
tIn of Richard Bennett for the part of
Speed was a most happy ono The capable
jeune premier is scarce on out stage and
Bennett catches the enthusiasm the
Irresponsible seriousness of youth as well
In Going Some as does Henry Wood-
ruff In Brown of Harvard As for

Larry Glass James E Sullivan ia un-
suited to the role The part Is a very
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take Instant advantage Sullivan Is

character and one of best in the
business but he lied trouble in keeping
back the Dutch dialect and seemed in

at times over the bualnoss of the
part A comedian such as Herbert
Corthell for instance would cover him-
self and the play with glory Mr Marions
performance as the bad man in spectacles

an original conception of great merit
consistently carried out but is not very
convincing His appearance la lees sug-
gestive of a cowboy than of a college pro-
fessor at a masquoratle ball

The deadly do nothing atmospUere
wltich surrounds the women parts in In-

excusable To give all the attention to
the male characters Is decidedly unga1

to say the least on the part of
authors but possibly that is one of
remedies that will be applied during the
seclusion of the play which begins is-
we understand It Immediately after tile
Washington engagement

The End in Sight
The theatrical season of 1897ftS so fai

as Washington is concerned is moving
rapidly toward Its end At the principal
theaters there are only one or two more
regular attractions booked and then all
three of thorn begin a season of stock
company work which will last s far into
the summer as the patronage and the
weaflierVlH allow The National The
atar will repeat its successful experi-
ment of lest season with stock comic
opera i delightful treat for here it is
possible once more to hoar the good old
comic operas which have stood the tast
of time and which in spite of the era of
big productions and innovations in tfee
chorus compare more than favorably
with the meretricious Jingly burlesque
shows which followed comic operas hey-
day

At the Columbia Theater there will be
James K Hackett sni a good sup-

porting company Th seasdn will be in
all probability a short one mid may be-
eonrtned to a revival of those plays in
which Mr Hackett won large success a
few years ago It wilt be curious to aee
how the flavor of those rather melo-
dmmatlc romance dramas has lasted and
whether or not their appeal was only for
the moment At the Belasco Mr Wilt A

who provided the stock compass
last year will have another one this
time heeded by Mr Guy Standing long a
popular favorite in Washington The ten-
ure of this company depends very largely
OR the patronage it receives

Chases popular vaudeville theater
weeks yet to run ai d It will prob-

ably be closed for several weeks during
the summer time This seems a pity as
this playhouse purveys a form of enter-
tainment that should appoai particularly
in the summer time It would be inter-
esting if Mr Chase could keep lila toe
ater open all during thb summer it would
add to tHg gayety a the city and

re many summer
place to go One difficulty probably is

that it is difficult to secure attractions
for a highclass vaudeville house Even
during tie regular season it is no light
task to get together the best performers
who are playing in vaudeville in spite of
the tact that within the last three years
the salaries of the best people in vaude-
vllle have doubled and in rome cases
trebled The poorer class of
gets lees money than he did formerly bu
few of these acts are to be soon a
Chases SUIt it does seem that with
vaudeville programmes a little less ex-
pensive than during the regular season
Chases might keep open until late in tfce
summer and add thus to the attractive-
ness of Washington

Taking it by and large the season just
dosing has boon a pretty good one for
Washington Most of the big successes
of the year dramatic and musical have
been seen here many of them before they
were seen ln Now York The qifajlty of
entertainment offered to Washington the-
atergoers has be n on the whole first

and now that the season is closing
the warning bell squnding eo that thf
managers may stand by to drr r he c

on the moving show there are many
of us who will took back on It with ra

The HofmnnnKrcliiler Recital
The coming of Josef Hofnrann and

Fritz Krelsler at the Columbia Theater
April SI has been looked forward to by
the well informed in musical matters
with anticipation In recent years Krete-
ler has developed a beautiful fiffaction
for the chaste and reposeful classics of
the early composers for the violin Sat-
urated with the pure music of Bach
CorailU Vivaldi L caletti ana the other
eld masters he now comes to the Inter
pretation of modern writers with a style
refined In the sweetest and most eievat
ing atmosphere of his art He reads
Beethoven in the light of the golden age
of violin composition and he is thereby
led Into the loftiest regions of musical
interpretation Mr Kreisler came to this
country years ago as a juvenile prodigy

and at that time he displayed a renmrk
able technique He has more than ful
filled his promise

No other pianist has achieved the trl-
umphs this season in News York that
have fallen to Josef Hofraann None has
played before larger audiences than he
and no one has fulfilled the great ex
pectatlons that were foreshadowed In his
playing when he first burst upon the
musical public of this country a decadeage Hofnmnn plays with poise and ro
pose always His style Is manly and un
affected nd he never attempts to dazzle
his listener with a technique which Is
well nigh flawless

s
A Curious Incident

Tha traveler through Africa Is apt to
experience some strange incidents This
Is well illustrated by Lyntiui H Howes
photographer while securing thft moving
pictures of the savage to be shown
at the Columbia this week Having run
short of provisions he tried to buy some
grain from a native but the latter wouldon no account accept silver money for itMoney represented nothing to the native
nor anything else that was in sight on
the photographer seemed attractive
enough to the Zulu to induce him to ex
change his grain Finally the photog
raphers Somali servant got a bright Idea
the only evidence of any he showed on
the whole long tour The servant took
the highly colored label of an empty
cornad beef tin and It on his forfe
head The Inquisitive Zulu promptly
asked him he did it to which thophotographers servant as promptly re

that he had been seized with a vio
lent headache for which the label was asure cure That was enough for the Vfa
lu He Immodialey became roost anx
fous to exchange his grain for the magic

f

r

t

len

f

g

the

tress

t
thiS

a

r

age

aha-
m

woolsWail gton

perform

lass

r-
ain

reL

ibeL

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

>

to

NOTES OF THE STAGE

Amelia BlnglnVs tour tjloscfl
ass Palls N Y on March 30

Ezra Kendall will return to vnudevllle
darly in May opening at the Majestic
Chicago

Marie Done has written a new song for
Rattle Williams to us used in Miss WIU

new play

Henry B Harris has obtainojf tho rights
a new play by Charles Klein for pro

duetten next fall

Loi Fuller is an autobfogr-
phy that will bo published
in English Frond and German

C Rann Kennedys play use Servant
In the HOBS IK to be published In book
form by Harper Bro within a month

Arthur Byron has boon selected to play
the role opposite William Gillette in the
AmericRn production o Bernsteins Sam
son

Mr and Mrs Robert T Haines will be
seen shortly in a eomadletta called 4Buoh-

anan f the Tiraos written by Mrs
Halnoc

Miss Clara Palmer The Blue Moon
company te a great admlrer of dogs and
recontly purchased a prizewinning Boa
tun ball

Clyde Fitchs play The Tvuth was
produced in Hamburg Germany on April
8 Mr Fitch was present at the first per
formance

Louise Gunning who has ben singing
In Tom Jones tjtls soaspn Iras signed
a contract with the Shubertg to appear In
a new musical play

George Bernard Shaw is finishing a new
play on the subject of marriage It Is ex
pectod that it will be produced this spring
by Vodrenne Barker

Announcement was made last week that
Billio Burke will be starred next season
In the French comedy Love Matches
by de Floors and Cavillet

Thomas Jftfftrsajt will opta his aprlng
tour In Rip Van Winkle at Asbury
Park N J on April 18 and will close at
Halifax N S on Juno 6

Lincoln J Carter just sold the Aus-
treUin sights to fourteen of his melt
dmmas to J C Williamson through tha
ofScac of Sanger Jordan

Gertrude Qulnlaa and Frances Ring loft
last Wednesday for london to join lIlt
Collage Hdow company Other mast
bers of the company sailed the week be
fore

Arthur Wing Pinero has completed a
new play that is to be produced by George
Alexander at the St James Theater Lot
don this month Its title is The Thun

James T Powers who is starring In
The Blue Moon ifttt leave for Europe

at the else of season and as usual
spend his suMmer aocompanled by his
wife abroad

Blilte Reaves who is the cleverest of-

thd Karne comedians has signed with
F Zlagfeld jr for a pert In Follies of1-

SQS to be presented at Now York

Augustus Thomas will go to the D m
cratlc national convention at Denver as
a delegate frdm Missouri Ht is ojcpact
ed to second The nomination of Wlllfem
Jennings Bryan

Maxine BHlotts tour has endod and she
will soon s il England to spend the
summer She la planning to open her
season in New t York early next fall with

Myself Bettlna

Th next musical comedy from the pen
of Richard Carlo will b the Alamo
Girl At lout one of the scones will
laid in front of the famous Alamo in
San Antonio Tax

Mssers Milton and Srgant Aborn will
come to WaBhlngten for the opnins of
their summer opera season at the Kn
ttenal April S7 Aborns will operate
eighteen companies this summer

Mrs Langtry has taken a short lease of
the Haynwrket Theater London and on
April IS will produce a new farce by Sjd
ney Gjundy entitled A Fearful Joy
This is Mr Grundys sixtieth play

Phil H Rylay Blue Moon
company has decided to become a farmer
when not acting and hag purchased a
little farm on Long Island where he ex
pacts to raise guinea hens for the market

Lots Swell who temporarily succeeded
Ethel Jackson as Sonia in The Morry
Widow will take Lulu Glasers place In
the burlesque at Webers when Miss
ser retires from the company In a
night x

William Faversham lias bought outright
from Stephen Phillips the American rights
to Herod Thl play will be the third
of the productions he will make at
Theater under the management of Felix
Istnan

The date of Nat Wills engagement
at Chases has been set for the week of
May 4 As the happy tramp Nat has a
following second to none In town Itbe
Ing his habitat during the somnolent
summer season

Montgomery and Stone in The Red
Mill will close at Montreal on May 8

David Montgomery expects to start at
once on a tour around the world and
Fred Stone Intends to accompany Rex
Beach to Alaska on a bear hunt

Samuel Ebony Gross who wrote The
Merchant Prince of Cornville and then
claimed that Sdmond Rostand had ap
proprlated his Ideas for Cyrano
gerac has gone into bankruptcy with
liabilities at i 0fi and assets at about

100600

Miss Sa ry DOrsell one of the popular
singers In the Aborn Opera Company at
the Now National Theater last summer
will return for the opening week of the
coming season to sing the role ot MI tela-
In Carmen Harry Luckstone will ap-
pear as Don Jose

Henry W Savage has decided to put a
stop to the use of unauthorized
tions of any scene or song or part of
either from Merry Widow All
managers have been notified to cease us
Ing any portion of The Merry Widow
music in their performances

George M Cohans new play
hoe prince opened at Parsons Theater
Hartford Conn on April 2 The
eludes Mr Cohen Mr and Mrs Jerri
Cohan and Josephine Cohan Tha play
was favorably received It will go tb the
KnickerSockor Theater New April
20 for a7i indefinite run

Little Madolin Smlthson daughter of
Charles Smlthson master mechanic at
tie navy yard Is considered one of the
most artistic toe dancers in Washington
Phe will have two solo numbers in the

Spring Carnival at the New National
tomorrov and Tuesday nights Little
Miss Madolin has been studying under
Miss Shrove for the past sij years
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WASHINGTO 0HAVE OPERA

Aliorn Compnny Will Return to the
National This Week

Preparations are already under way for
the reorganization of the Aborn Opera
Company which will return to the New
National Theater April ST for another
spring and summer season of operatic
revivals The same policy In general will
prevail s with the organization Milton
and Sargent Aborn maintained in Wash

last year with the same high
grade of talent in both east and chorus
whilo the latter will be considerably
larger this year elaborate productions of
scenery and costumes for each opera and
the same popular selection in the operas

be presented All of the favorites who
during the Aborn regime last

season will be seen and hoard again dur
Ing the coming series including Edith
Bradford who wilt have stellar honors

the opening weeks offering of Car
men The title role in this opera la one
of the best in Miss Bradfords repertoire
and her many enthusiastic admirers will
have added cause for pleasant antlcipa
tion in her initial appearance here in so
advantageous a part tremendous
success of the few grand opera produc
tions the Aborns offered In Washington a-

yftr ago prompted thorn In deciding to
give more of this class of compositions in
the coming series and the repertoire be
Ing arranged will include a wide variety
ranging from grand to standard or ro
matie opera as well as the comic variety
alternating with each other from week to
week Following Blsets splendid Car
men Use second week will afford a se
lection of the directly opposite Kind In

Th Wizard of the Nile the Harry B
Smith and Victor Herbert comic

success in wlilch Frank Dan
Igls made his greatest hit Messrs

have been most successful
since their operations In Washing
ton one of their organizations having

a triumphal run of tan weeks to tro
mendoua receipts In New York and the
same company is now in the sixteenth
week of an engagement to last indefl
nltely at the Grand House in

ftWn IB WV

companies under the Aborn man
agemant during this spring and summer
two of which are already playing and
several more now in rehearsal

SBASOffNEABS AN END

TIC Blue Moon Tfltli Mr Powers
nt the Belngco

With tHe opening of the engagement of-
Mr Powers in The Blue Moon at the
Bolbsco Tlwater tomorrOw night this

enters on its final week of the rag
tihtr theatrical season Following the en

of The Blue Moon will come
tha weeks presentation of The Prince
of Parcheesi This offering is under the
direction of Miss Ruth I IM I ford and is
for the benefit of the Junior Republic
Tha piece is staged by Mr Percy
and will be interpreted by many mom

of Washingtons society dramatic
On Monday the 27th instant

the and Powder Club of Baltimore
will appear for one night for the benefit

the Christ Child Society This wet
known organisation will present a naw
comedy called Conquering Cupid

On Tuesday night April 28 the famous
Princeton Triangle Club wilt play their
annual engagement at this theater pf8
Oaring When Congress Went to Prhwe
ton Wednesday afternoon and night
April 29 Miss Minnie Hawk will offer
tha pupils of her dancing academy in an
entirely production Thursday the
everwelcome Mask and Wig Club of
Philadelphia will give their annual per-
formance

Friday and Saturday nights of that
week the OgdenCnute School of Opera
ttad r the direction oTMra MeKte will
Btve two operatic p KorMsnres Th fol
lowing Monday May 4 thf summer sfMb-
settaon b toaugonttMU wb R
Guy Standing s 9p rtsd by Mfe D rsUiy

tion of Wilt A Page will preseat Henry
Guy Carietons best comsay 3fmn
my and toe Humming Bird

The regular season of this tbeatsr
which is just on the eve of closing has
been most gratifying and satisfactory

the manacement it Being by far the
most successful this houM has ever
known

Fire Without Fire
The progress made in creating star

effects wherein ftre and combustibles
were employed sot so very many years
ago is simply amazing and ta say tbe
least the results are much more strlk-
ing and Impressive It is a remarkable
thing when one eonstders that the awe
insplrinc spectacle in Mr Thomas E-
Sheas uew play A Soldier of the
Cross earning to the New Academy
which shows the eruption of Mount Ws-
uvius is produced actually without the
use of fir or combustibles This is said
to be all the more wondered at when it
is taken into account that these startling
sensations are accomplished with com
pftratively less complicated means than
wore employed heretofore Many years ago
the Inventiveness of the stage mechanic

torch and red fire a d what Messrs
Cohan and Harris the producers of
Sheas new play have done is not the
beginning of the reform in this direction
but rather the consummation of the re-
sult of years of experiment The theatri
cal producer has striven after a

for real flames and in a great many
recent endeavors it has pretty nearly
been perfected Principally by the use of
various stereopticon projections has this
success achieved bt t in A Soldier
of the Cross an different
lam WHS to be confronted The efficiency
of a stage volcanic eruption depends
upon so many obviously insurmountable
impediments that its accomplishment is
hardly to be comprehended Neverthe
less the effect that has been attained in
this particular case is present with no

first obstacle that presented itself was to
gather the data on how Vesuvius in full
action must look This was supplied
mainly by Pliny and Spaianza and the
authority of modern geologists After de
termining what the effect ought to be in
order to be neatly an exact imitation
much time was spent to strive the prob
lem of production How tills lies been
brought about without the use of fire and
combustibles is a proposition to be mar-
veled at for not only is the presentation
sclottUfically correct in every detail buta replica of the real Vesuvius hag bMn
harnessed for modern stage purposes

Just Speculation
Some one once asked Charlie Barton of

the Rico Barton Big Galaty Company
next weeks attraction at the
atar for Information as to the prospects
of an actor who was popularly supposed
to be on the ragged edge

Wall said Barton he seems to think
hes getting on all right but there ara
others who entertain a different opinion
The situation reminds me of the story ot
j i i

as to the whereabouts of her husband
she replied

If the ico is as thick as Jim thinks
it is he is skating if it is as thick as I
think It is he is swimming

CONCERTS TONIGHT

There Will be concerts tonight at sev
oral of the theaters The Belasco will
Offer a programme representative of this
sort of amusement including moving
pictures chiefly At the Academy
ards moving pictures may be seen and
the programme will be varied by music
and vaudeville features The Majestic
will also offer moving pictures select
vaudeville and illustrated songs The
latter will be rendered by Billy Thorn
ton The Gayety Theater too will have
a bill made up of moving pictures and
popular Illustrated songs
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NEW YORK THEATERS
Speofei Cflcresixwdttce rf Tb VaAte6tan lied

Nev York April llTho first premiere
the week in fact In two weeks was

The Mounted at the Carsick
Mrntlay evening This play deals with
the Canadian Northwest and the title

specifically to the mounted police
of that section a swagger lot of chaps
who would adorn any drama of adven
ture and furnish any playwright with
material for an exciting play This is
hat sort of a play It tells the story of

lore of Victor OByrno of the Royal
Mounted Police a delightful Irishmen as
depicted by Cyril Scott for the sister ot
thc man he Is duty bound to hunt to his
death for a killing But tIle authors have

contrived it that lighthearted
rlshman who has never flinched from

duty and official rectitude shall not die
cover that his prey Is his sweethearts
brother until ha has the derbies on isle
wrists and Is ready to tramp him back

the seat of justice and retribution
Then Victor swerves from the beaten
path For he discovers that the man
whom he has arrested is not only the
brother of the girl lie loves but has only
killed a villain who insulted that girl So
be releases the man and tells hint to go
accuses himself of dereUation of duty and
faces the serious penalty of his offense
until the diseovry Is made thatthp mar
whom the brother has slain was a no
torious outlaw with a price upon his
head And so matters take a new turn
and everything proves to have been for
the best

The play Is from the pens of Cecil and
William C de TUlle whose names as
playwrights have become familiar to
many playgoers In connection with sundry
individual nd collective playwrlghUng f
forts as Classmates The Warrens
of Virginia and Strongheart WhO
Cyril Scott is conceded to have suede a
personal hit in the principal role the play
though welt received failed of creating
any extraordinary enthusiasm The Times
says The Messrs de MIlls have merely
made a storybook play and made K
very nicely the kind that comes out af
illuminated covers or might stay tbwe
Quite as well Where the material has
oeme from does not really matter for at
bottom these plays are all alike and ai
of the dramatic stock pot The
say At the crucial moment
Millas are anything except hard hitting
they bin by threatening to do something
original they by laboring under
shackle of convention The Sun
play The Royal Mounted is just one of
those things It gives every evidence af
having been written around the principe
character which a circumstance almost
invariably inimical to art It is so in-

thte case And at the end of the third
act there is a long debate between tha
hunter and the hunted each with his
hand on a revolver and you wonder and
wonder why nobody shoots They are
mighty careless with firearms all through
tha piece as a matter df fact The
American It was an easy story from
start to finish with nothing in It that
seemed quite worth white Such tales
glassed over with literary veneer or
served up with the tricks of a new style
might stilt be possible But in the play
at the Carsick It was good old theater
dished up in the most conventional and
threadbare style And with this sure
mary of critical opinion I leave the read
er to draw his own inferences whether
he will like or dislike The Royal Mount-
ed when it comes his way

The revival of Interest in the Vienna
operetta which started with The
WWaw and The Waltz Dream press
tees ta have a beneficial effect
vaudeville Judging by th announcements
made this weak that comic opera would
be introduced shortly at some of the lead
Ing Vaudevills honors The first announce
raaot of this kind is In relation to
Love Wajtz a Viennese operetta in oae
act which Is to have Its first New York
representation on April 89 This is fol
lowed by the announcement that Martin
Back the general manager of the Or-

pheum circuit has made an arrangement
with Mr Reginald de Korea for fur one
act operettas by the composer of Robin
Heod Rob Roy arid Foxy Quiller
These offerings will be staged by the pro
ducing department of the Orpaeum cir
euJt They will be complete musical come
d s condensed into thirty minutes and
will be utilized as a regular vaudeville
act pieying two weeks in each city

Eugene Walters new play The Wolf
which has bean kept on the read pending
arrangements for a suitable Broadway
theater Is to be presented In this city
for the first time April IS at tine Bijou
This opening is brought about by a
hitch in tha preparations rot the first
production in English of Taps Lebon
nard with Henry H Dlxey In the title

Dlxey was to have opened in Jean
Aicards drama April S and tie electric
sign was already displayed in front of
the theater when on Tuesday morning
the unexpected announcement was forth
coming that Papa Labonnard had been
indafinitely postponed The Sire Brothers
under whose management Dlxey has pass
d explained that the delay was caused by

trouble In finishing the translation and
that a road tour win be opened about
ApTJl 20 With something of the same
suddainess Dlxey last year abandoned
his successfiHi tour In The Man on
Box and a short time ago an engage
meat in vaudeville In which he was an-
nounced to open at the Fifth Avenue
Theater

Edward Child Carpenter a young Phlla
delphla playwright like Eugene Walter
the recently discovered genius whose

Paid in Full Is the sensation of Broad
way has suddenly become th bone of
contention between contending manage
ments for the possession of a play which
recently won the priza of the Naw York
Globe playwriting contest

Brief reference was made in this letter
to the fact that The Barber of New
Orleans was desired both by William
Faversham and Frederic Thompson as
Mr Thompson was the promoter of the
contest and had promised to give a sult
able production to the successful play
Tine title of Mr Carpenters drama which
came out victorious In the contest was
at that time The Order of the Rose
Mr Carpenter in the meantime had sent
t copy of the ply to William Faversham
then playing In The Squaw Man rR
Philadelphia which Is Carpenters homo
Faversham was s r greatly Impreased wltl
Its excellence afjer reading It that turn
Ing to his wife Julio Onn Aa said
have idea thai some qne hns a string
to that play I wish I could get it for
I have a lot of belief In it Mrs Far t
sham promptly communicated with the
author by telephone and when the actor
returned from the performance that night
he found his wife awaiting him in a
state rf high elation In response to her
telephone communication air Carpenter
had come to her at once and con
eluded an arrangement which was seated
by a good fat chock handed Ir
tor as advance royalties

It was not till then that Carpenter said
Now I want to tell you Something MRS

raversham I didnt want to speak of
this before because It might have looks
as though I tried to influfienca yov In
favor of my play This play under the
title of The Order of the Ruse has just
been picked out by the committee of

in a contest as tIle prize winner
Whatthft prize is I dont knqw In fact
I havent yet seen any signs of any
Mr Frederic Thompson who offered
promised to give the prisewinning play

professional production As he has made
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no effort to secure the rights however
me my pay Is still as free as air

This eheck of yours tonight seals the
bargain It now belongs to Mr Fever

The announcement that tile Favor
shanis had secured the play caused Mr

wires busy between New York and Phila
delphla nail Mr Carpenter received no
ties from Thompson that a check had
been deposited by him for the producing

with two young play brokers wino
had acted us Mr Carpenters agents
Tho author replied that ho had neither
been paid per notified and that tho
agents had no authority to sell his play
without consulting him This wits follow
ed by a trip to Philadelphia on the part

Mr Thompson and the play agents
while the playwright was at the same
time rushing to New York for a con-
ference with the Favershams and AHe-
eKauscr their agent A deadlock resulted
which lasted three days It was attended
with more or less bitterness on both skies
but finally resulted In Thompsons waiving
his sights and leaving the Favershams in
possession of the muchdisputed play
which it Is now loomed Is still to under
go another change of title before Its first
performance next season

Since the remarkable success which at
tended tIre production of Mrs Wlggs of-

tlie Cabbage Patch In London Joseph
Grismer and William Brady have

deckled that the English metropolis of
a virgin field for the exploitation of

their perpetual motion melodrama Way
Down But with Phoebe Davis In her
original role of the persecuted heroine
Accordingly Mr Grismer and his wife
Phoebe Davis sot sail last Saturday on

tba Carmania to make preparations for
the first English production of the play
at the Aldwych Theater on April 28

Felix Isman the Philadelphia real es
tata man and theatrical promoter after
recently acquiring control of the Broad
way Theater has completed a lease for
the American Theater which has for
some years past been devoted to cheap
melodramas although in an eligible lo
cality at the corner of Fortysecond street
and Eighth avenue and regarded as one

Under the new management the house is-

to be devoted to firstclass attractions

It was announced this week that Charles
Frohman had accepted by cable
scenario of a new play to be written by
OUs Skinner in collaboration with an
unnamed but eminent member of the
Academy and friend of the Americas
actor The scene of the play is to be
American and is to have the title of

The District Attorney It Is to alter
nate with The Honor of the Family
after next January Mr Skinner playing
the leading PRBD F SOHIIADBR

A Talk with Clara Palmer
Clara Palmer the petite saabratte who

is doing so well in The Blue Moon
whteh will be seen at the Beiasco The
atar this week had an ambition when
she was sixteen years of age to be a tea
dancer SilO asked a certain theatrics
manager how to go about it te realize her
ambition and he told her ta got a place
m a comic opera chorus Miss Palmer
sought and obtained a place and
then began practicing dancing For al
most a year she praetfcci two 01 three

a day One day the stage manager
saw her Miss Palmer was standing on
her toes

What are yau trying ta de he askad
Im practicing toe dancing she re

pHad I want to got np m this bttsi
ness

Toe danelag is all right the
stage manager but I know a better way
ta get op

Oh tell me please said Ute young
woman

Take an alarm clock to bad with you
he said it wilt got yau wp

Mien Palmer took the joke to heart
She figured that the stage manager a
man of wWe experience didnt think much
of toe dancing as a means of succeeding
in the theatrical world The more she

about It the move she telL tbat
she was making a mistake The result
of It was that she gave up toe dancing

Only the very best tee dancers ara
really successful said Miss Palmer yes
terday I decided that Id have to wait
too long to be a great one so I gave it-

up I sought soubrette understudy ports
Then I began to got along It was only
a short time till I was out of the chorus
playing parts

In Kansas City two gIrls called on me
the other day and me what to do-
te get kite connie opera or musical cent

Did yo give them any advice she
was asked

Yes I told them first of all not to be
Quitters A girl to succeed must go to
with the determination to get along She
mest be prepared to take all kinds of
hard knocks Shell first be a chorus girl
and shell get knocks humiliation and a
lot of other hardships in that capacity
And shell work hard too Therell be-
ntghts when she wont be able to sleep
for nervousness and worry and
be times when she thinks she has

by the stage manager If
a quitter shell Quit before a year is out
If shes a sticker shell stick in spite of
all her troubles At the end of a year
shell be able to toll whether she wants
to continue in the business and any good
stage manager will be able to tell her
whether she is made of star timber A

front her home and friends and ba
ing slanimad around in the chums will
decide her stage future for her

New n girl should be a hard worker
attentive to what the stage manager tolls
her and she should always b looking
for opportunities to play understudy It
looks easy from the audience but comic
opera or musical comedy work for a
woman for the chorus girl Is
the hardest work a woman ever
took

Clara Palmar is Jimmy Powers right
hand man In Tha Blue Moon Sha
brightens up the stage nil the time she is
on It Many people class her with

Illams and Fritz Scneff

The Final Harris Recital
Mr Leslie Harris will make his final

appearance in Washington at the Colum-
bia Theater tanight whore he will otter
for the third time in as many weeks his
excellent entertainment at the piano
Mr Harris has succeeded admirably in
bringing the oldtime drawingroom en-

tertainment back into vogue He lias
proven to be the peer if snot the supe
rior of either George Grossmith or
Grain As a pianist ho is remarkable
and as a composer he is cecidadly orig
InnI for the most of life burlesques and
imitations are written and composed by
himself Ono of the most clever portions
of his programme which ta always in
three parts is an imitation or a
tare of an old nmn recalling the days of
his youth Mr Harris has called tills

O Memory a very pt title br the
way and he does some excellent
tar work in the interpretation

Mr Harris will probably return to
Washington iWKt season cad to those
who have the ptoftsura of hearing him
this time it will be welcome news The
recital tonight will begin promptly at
8 oclock The box office of the Columbia
will ba opened at 1 oclock this afternoon

First TJmc Store
The first appearance in Washington of

the Great Ellen Band originally the
Royal Italian at the Belaseo for tvn
grand concerts on Easter Sunday April
19 matinee and evening for the benefit
of the Rough Riders Monument Fund
js a matter cf musical importance to
Washington No band In America has
greater general reputation and
lutely no other compares to It in its
rendition of classical and operatic selec
lions
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ACTORS WHOS WHO
Ray Youngman now appearing

ase Clyde Wetherbee in the Richard Carlo
musical comedy Mary Lamb at the
Illinois Theater studied for three years
in Paris under M de Trabedello and in
London under Shakespeare

IT

Miss Edith St Clair the petite and
dcinty dancer now playing in Marys
Lamb Richard Carlos latest musical
comedy was in the original quartet that
made The Innocent Maid famous in one

the Rogers Brothers places She also
has appeared in The White eat The
Grand Mogul and other musical plays
and spectacles In Marys Lamb she
has the part of a French maid

Miss Jeannette Lowrie who appears as
Sylvia Montrose a retired actress in
Richard Canes new musical gambol
Marys Lamb has had wide stage ex-

perience Beginning In the late Roland
Reeds company she hiS appeared in a
number of musical comedies with Thom-
as Q Seabrooke and Lew Fields and shewas the stfer of Yama a musical PVwhich began its career in Philadelphia
last November

Miss Msqutta DwIght the actress who
lias been assigned to the role of the fe-

male villain In Molly Dawn which is
have its first performance her this

week at tine Majestic Theater portrays
tlie character of Marcia Amherst who is
half English half Italian In her close
adherence to realism Miss Beatrice Noyes
the beautiful young star of the piece in
elated upon finding a woman who washalf English half Italian to play thepart At last through the assistance of
Mies Beulah Poynter who dramatized
this popular by the Duchess she
found Miss Dwight who is both

Horace Goldla although better known
as a European illusionist is an American
and what is more more cr less of a
Washlngtoniaa having resided here in
his early years Goblin above all ete
shows his Americanism in his complete
departure front Uw conventional in de
developing tha science of naenemancy

latest move ahead of the rest is ta
eliminate side talk entirely from his
performance If this were dented the
majority of Illusionists their acts would
go to pieces and exposure would be in-

Btantaheous as they rely largely for
thair deceptive effort upon their ability
to keep the thoughts and eyes of their
audiences front getting too close to theoperators movements Goldin scorns this
subterfuge as beneath the notice of a
master of magic and he depends solelyupon his amazing quickness together
with other aids He is withoutdoubt a great creator of mechanical illu
slons his snore noteworthy productions
being the famous bed chamber illusion
the phantom fish trick the suspended
trunk flight the cannonaded lady thelevltatlon mystery the chair de
oeption and scores of others His pros
ent engagement Is his first return to the
fatherland in years

In the early days Mme Lillian Nwdica
who Is to be heard here t the New Na
tlonal Theater Sunday evening April 2
passed through many trying experiences
unpleasant then but ia retrospect rather
amusing The great singer relates witft
glee that while studying Uw role of Isolde
under Time Cosmic Wagners direction
she was asked to leave three hotels in
succession on complaint of the unmusical
guests who objected to her indefatigable
praetka At last she succeeded in renting

room where she could continue her
studies without annoyance to others It
was above a hairdressers establishment
and overlooking a courtyard A piano
and two chairs constituted the furniture
and for Jive hours each day Mme
Nordics Time Wagner Herr Kniese
the Baireuth director studied the role cf
Isolde together the two ladies alternating
in the luxury of the chair one of which
uf necessity being occupied by the ac-
companist Beyond the study of this part
Mme Nordica began work on the role of

the trilogy When Isolde was mustealiy
mastered the use of the Casino stage atLucerne was offered hr and there withMme Wagner the dramatic side of therale was studied every action and ges
ture which Wagner had so fully indi-
cated in the music being practice and
memorized In Chicago and Boston
where appeared ag Isold antJean de Recite as Tristan the following
winter the work was pronounced a reve
aden as tar as their combined achieve
ments were concerned This season closed
with the enthusiastic episode of the pres-
entation of the diamond tiara to Mme

Opera House New York City Later
whan she appeared in the role of Isolde at
Covant Garden American Judgment
was sustained But with all of her enor-
mous success in this great
Mono Nordica never forgot the tiresome
hours she spent in the little upper room

Mme Wagner and Herr Kniese-

Mr Thomas E Shea who will he pre-
sented by Messrs Cohen Harris in the
new religious play A Soldier of the
Cross at the New Academy has enjoyed
a unique position among theatrical stars
For the twenty years Mr Shea has
been appearing in tIne more serious kind
of stage plays He was born in Cam-
bridge Mass and was educated in the
schools of that city where his early in-

terest in thaatrleals was as an amateur
First appeasing on the professional stage
under the management of H J Clapmaa-
in that veteran managers company Mr
Snea went In for heavies Next we see
him touring the New England States as
leading man in Charles Atkinson s Stock
Company At the end of two years ha
had sought a half interest in the organ-
ization and not long after he acquired
entire control Making a special feature
fa his programme ef the classic and more
serious drama bo worked hi way up to
the distinctive position he now occupies
Mr Shea has appeared In almost every
conceivable rule the sensational
melodrama to the Othello ef ShakaeneAre
but from his earliest efforts ha has always
had the logltlmato drama as the goal of
his endeavors His first experiences with
sensational and romantic plays have
served him to great advantage and have
been as steppingstones in developing the
art of characterizations he was to essay
at a later period It is a peculiar compli
mont to the talents and versatility of the
tragedian that his many admirers are d-

1ded in their opinions reepecthlg the
merits of hUt various conceptions Some
prefer his Dr Jekyll and Mr and
some The Belie Others have voted his
Napoleon to be his greatest creation
WillIe Othello and Rfehelieu have each
enlisted thoir hosts of enthusiasts Mr
ghoas most recent addition to his pro
grammo of Ajex in A Soldier of the
Cross has however embraced al the
aleman s of his older roles and takes
rank a his greatest success Thomas E
Shea has always strtvan to give the
that Is in huts to his art He has always
held himself frae from the usual

advertising that most theatrical
stays are but too wilting to invite and it
glyea hint plaasura to ray that
never yet been the victim of the press
agont His lifo in private is inviolably
his own and as he rajp canr t be of in
terost te the public
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